Office of Evening Prayer
Feast of St. Matthias (transferred from February 24th)

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14
Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the People
Dearly beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many sins and offenses, not
concealing them from our heavenly Father, but confessing them with humble and
obedient hearts that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. We
ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before Almighty God, but especially
when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the great benefits we have
received at his hands, to declare his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to
ask, for ourselves and others, those things necessary for our life and our salvation.
Therefore, come with me to the throne of heavenly grace.
Silence is kept. All kneeling the Officiant and People say
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
we have followed too much the deceits and desires of our
own hearts.
we have offended against your holy laws.
we have left undone those things which we ought to
have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to
have done;
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Spare those who confess their faults.
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared
to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord;
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.
The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, desires not the death of sinners, but
that they may turn from their wickedness and live. He has empowered and commanded
his ministers to pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of
their sins. He pardons all who truly repent and genuinely believe his holy Gospel. For
this reason, we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that our
present deeds may please him, the rest of our lives may be pure and holy, and that at the
last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
The Invitatory
All stand
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

O Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

The following may be sung or said
Phos hilaron 
O Gladsome Light
O gladsome light,
pure brightness of the ever-living Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,

we sing praises to God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
Then follows
The Psalm Appointed
15 O 
LORD
, who shall sojourn in your tent?*
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?
He who walks blamelessly and does what is right*

2

and speaks truth in his heart;
who does not slander with his tongue

3

and does no evil to his neighbor,*
nor takes up a reproach against his friend;
in whose eyes a vile person is despised,

4

but who honors those who fear the 
LORD
;*
who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
who does not put out his money at interest

5

and does not take a bribe against the innocent.*
He who does these things shall never be moved.
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
The Lessons
One or more Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying
A Reading from Acts (1:15-26)

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all
about 120) and said, 16
“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those
who arrested Jesus. 17
For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
18 
ministry.” (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and
[
a
]
falling headlong
he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19
And it
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their
own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20

“For it is written in the Book of
Psalms,
15 

“‘May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;
and
“‘Let another take his office.’
So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22

beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he
was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his
resurrection.” 23

And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also
called Justus, and Matthias. 24

And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the
hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25

to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26

And
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the
eleven apostles.
21 

After the Lesson the Reader says
Here ends the Reading.
Magnificat 
The Song of Mary
Luke 1:46-55
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For he has regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from now on,
all generations will call me blessed.

For he that is mighty has magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on those who fear him,
throughout all generations.
He has shown the strength of his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones,
and has exalted the humble and meek.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
He, remembering his mercy, has helped his servant Israel,
as he promised to our fathers, Abraham and his seed forever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

A Reading from Philippians 3:13b-21
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 14

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
15 
Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16
Only let us hold true to what we have
attained.
13b 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us. 18
For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19
Their end is destruction, their
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20

But
21 
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.
17 

After the Lesson the Reader says
Here ends the Reading.

Nunc dimittis 
The Song of Simeon
Luke 2:29-32
Lord, now let your servant depart in peace,
according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people;
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
The Deacon says
The Holy Gospel of the Lord according to St. John ( John 15:1,6-16)
The People

Praise to you Lord Christ


15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 6
If anyone does not abide in me
he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown

into the fire, and burned. 7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
10 
you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just

as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11
These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13
Greater
14 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my
[
a
]
friends if you do what I command you. 15
No longer do I call you servants,
for the
[
b
]
servantdoes not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16
You did not choose me,
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
12 

After the Gospel, the Deacon says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
The People kneel or stand.
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy upon us
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

O Lord, show us your mercy;
And grant us your salvation.
O Lord, save our nations;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
And make your chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save your people;
And bless your inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And take not your Holy Spirit from us.

The Officiant then prays one or more of the following collects. It is traditional to pray the Collects for
Peace and Aid against Perils daily. Alternatively, one may pray the collects on a weekly rotation,
using the suggestions in parentheses.
Commemoration of First Sunday in Lent
This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the
Gospel.
V. God shall give his angels charge over you.
R. To keep you in all your ways.
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan; Come
quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the
weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.
The Collect for the Feast of Saint Matthias
Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to be
numbered among the Twelve: Grant that your Church, being delivered from false
apostles, may always be guided and governed by faithful and true pastors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Collects for Mission
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give
your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all
for your love’s sake. 
Amen.
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the
Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
The Officiant may invite the People to offer intercessions and thanksgivings.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us, such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplications to you; and you have promised through your well beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 
Amen.
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Officiant
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
forever and ever.
Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21

